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Y10 COMMUNICATION: GENERAL

Welcome to Half-Term 6!

What are you going to 
ensure you do this half-
term?



Y10 COMMUNICATION: GENERAL

✓ Tell me about your attendance throughout KS4...
✓ What evidence do you have around your commitment to education?
✓ Explain to me how strong your attendance and punctuality is...

College Interview Questions



YOUR SELLING POINTS: EMPLOYABILITY

YOUR 
ATTENDANCE 

FIGURE

How you can evidence 
that you attend and 

value education – your 
reliability!

YOUR 
CLASSCHARTS 

PROFILE

How you can evidence 
that you value and 

respect education – 
your attitude in life!

YOUR PERSONAL 
SKILLS & 

QUALITIES

How you can evidence 
the rewards, extra 

commitments and how 
much you can talk 
confidently about 

yourself.



Y10 COMMUNICATION: GENERAL
✓6 weeks until the 6-week holidays.

✓When you return, you will be in Year 11.

✓ You are now preparing for your end-of-year 
exams which will take place in 2 weeks time.

✓ Rewards trips take place in September.



Y10 COMMUNICATION: GENERAL
✓Year 11 have started their GCSE exams! This means 

that you enter what we call our GCSE REVISION 
SCHEDULE.

✓ You will still be taught by your curriculum teachers and follow 
your curriculum study. All that will change is the periods in 
which you have your lessons.

✓ There will be some minor changes where you will have 
dedicated curriculum sessions. 

✓ It is important that you follow and respect the changes which 
support Year 11. You will have your turn next year.

✓ A reminder that conduct should remain excellent and nothing 
less! You have some important end of year exams to prepare 
for which will inform any changes for Year 11 next year.



Y10 COMMUNICATION: ATTENDANCE (HT5)

✓ Our school achieves better than all schools nationally, but individual students are falling below 
expectations.

✓ We all should be having 96% minimum in our minds in readiness for College applications and securing 
a place.



Y10 COMMUNICATION: ATTENDANCE (HT5)

✓ Our school achieves better than all schools nationally, but individual students are falling below 
expectations.

✓ We all should be having 96% minimum in our minds in readiness for College applications and securing 
a place.



PERSONAL 
STATEMENT



How to Write a Personal Statement

Your personal statement is a way of conveying your reasons for wanting to 
study at a particular college, do a type of course, and to also demonstrate your 
ability to complete the course successfully. The application process for college 
can be very competitive and a strong personal statement is crucial to ensure 
your chances of success.

There is no single, right way of writing a personal statement. However below 
are a few suggestions on what to include (you may want to use some or all of 
the points below to help structure your personal statement). Please note: Each 
college may provide its own guidelines on what to include in your personal 
statement (this might include a word or page limit, or specific content 
requirement), but please check with the college/s you are applying to. 



Introduction

Here you could outline:
• Who are you and/or where are you currently studying
• What are you applying for (e.g. English literature, bricklaying, childcare)
• Your reasons for wanting to study your chosen subjects
• Your reasons for wanting to study at that particular college (e.g. what makes 

that college standout for you?)

You should demonstrate enthusiasm for your chosen subject/s, course type 
and college, and show that you have a good understanding of the subject area 
and college you are applying to. Failure to personalise your personal statement 
to a college and course could suggest you are not serious about your post 16 
college choices.



How to Write a Personal Statement

Talk about your school subjects
• In this section you should discuss your strengths and key skills and relate them to what you are applying for. This will demonstrate that 

you are capable of accomplishing the course/s successfully.

Discuss any position of responsibility you may have had
• This might include being a Student Leader, Prefect, Peer Mentor etc.

Talk about work experience including non-GCSE activities in school
• This could include what you did do for your Year 10 work experience. Do you have a part-time job? Do you volunteer? What skills, 

knowledge, and experience have you developed from these experiences? How useful were these experiences? You could also include 
assisting at open evenings, taking part in drama productions, school fundraising events, projects, sports teams, meetings etc.

Talk about extra-curricular activities outside of school
• This could include any hobbies or interests (rock climbing, keeping fit, youth club etc.). You could also talk about any additional 

certificates/awards you have achieved such as Duke of Edinburgh, sports achievements, music awards (e.g. Grade 4 Piano) etc. It can 
also include any charity/fundraising activities you have taken part in or organised outside of school. Don’t forget to mention if you are 
signed up to do the NCS (National Citizenship Service) at the end of Year 11.

Write about your plans for the future
• In this section you could write about what you would like to do in the future and why; explaining how your chosen subject/s can help 

you achieve this.



Guidance and Writing Structures
Useful Websites

The following websites 
provide further information 
on how to write a personal 
statement; including top 
tips, Dos and Don’ts, and 
example personal 
statements:

• Student Room
• Focus Point

https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/a-level/sixth-form-college-application-personal-statements
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/a-level/sixth-form-college-application-personal-statements
https://www.focuspoint.org.uk/s4-6/applying-to-college/your-college-personal-statement
https://www.focuspoint.org.uk/s4-6/applying-to-college/your-college-personal-statement


Example personal statements

Over the page, you will find three example personal 
statements. Evaluate what you like and dislike about the 
example personal statements. Consider things such as: is the 
content clear and informative? Is the content free from 
spelling and/or grammatical errors? Do you know what the 
applicants want to study at college and why? (Reviewing 
example personal statements can help you to develop your 
own.)
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