
FAMILY NEWS
Week 24b – Monday 9th March

Reflect on how well we 'consistently' ensure these areas are 
embedded to ensure we are successful.
✓ Ramadan
✓ Careers Week
✓ British Science Week
✓ Global Money & Sign Language Week
✓ World Math Day

ENTRY MUSIC

THEMES OF THE WEEK

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wq-wB8zX6K0&t=2410s


3 WEEKS
UNTIL EASTER BREAK

0 WEEK
UNTIL Y11 GCSE 

MOCK 4
25TH FEB

6 WEEKS
UNTIL GCSE EXAMS 

START
5TH MAY

16 SCHOOL WEEKS
UNTIL THE END OF 

SCHOOL YEAR





YEAR 11 GCSE SUCCESS EVENINGS
ENSURING THE BEST FOR YOUR CHILD

YEAR 11
GCSE EVENTS 

THROUGHOUT 

THIS YEAR TO 

SUPPORT YOUR 

CHILD

Dear Families
Following on from last years’ family GCSE sessions there will be several further events 
throughout this year to prepare your child for success in their GCSE’s. This year, there will 
be a Mock result-issuing session after every set of Mock exams and there will also be 
general information giving at several points throughout the year. The next evening will be on 
19th March 5-6pm.

Event 1
Thursday 9th October 5pm-6pm

Key Deadlines

• Preparation for October Mocks

• Home Run Initiative

• Period 6 information

Event 2
Thursday 27th November 5pm-6pm

October Mock Results

• Information sharing and understanding results

• How to support your child further

Event 3
Thursday 19th March 5pm-6pm

March Mock Results

• Information sharing and understanding results

• How to support your child further

Event 4
Thursday 30th April 5pm-6pm

Preparing for the real thing!

• Exam timings and protocol



YEAR 11 FINAL MOCK EXAMS



YEAR 11 FINAL MOCK EXAMS



YEAR 10 GCSE SUCCESS EVENINGS
ENSURING THE BEST FOR YOUR CHILD

YEAR 10
GCSE EVENTS 

THROUGHOUT 

THIS YEAR TO 

SUPPORT YOUR 

CHILD

Dear Families
Following on from last years’ family GCSE sessions there will be several further events 
throughout this year to prepare your child for success in their GCSE’s. This year, there will 
be a Mock result-issuing session after every set of Mock exams and there will also be 
general information giving at several points throughout the year. 

Event 1
HT2 – Thurs. 13th November - 5pm 

- 6pm

Intro to GCSE Year

• Preparation for Mocks

• Race to Exceptional Initiative

• Work Experience

Event 2
Thursday 5th March 5pm-6pm

February Mock results and Parents' Evening

• Information sharing and understanding results

• How to support your child further

Event 3
Monday 18th May 5pm - 6pm

Work Experience preparation ( w/c 8th June)

• Final prep for Work Experience

• How to support your child further

Event 4
Thursday 9th July  (5pm – 6pm)

June Mock results

• Exam timings and protocol



GCSEs 

and beyond 
Week commencing February 23rd - Certificates provided 

for top 2 students per class for most time spent reading 

lessons on Reading Plus. (Between 23/02/26 - 06/03/26)

Week commencing March 9th - Certificates provided for 

top 2 students per class for most reading lessons 

completed on Reading Plus. (Between 09/03/26 - 

20/03/26)

Week commencing March 23rd - Certificates provided 

for top 2 students per class for total highest words read on 

Reading Plus. (Between 23/02/26 - 20/03/26)

End of term- Certificate provided for top 3 

students per year group for highest reading 

level gained.



WEEKLY UPDATE
WEEK STARTING 2nd March

STUDENT

WHAT'S HAPPENED/HAPPENING
• RED NOSE DAY - a letter has gone out to families - be sure you have got your 

money ready to join in all the fun activities in 2 weeks time – information on the 
next slide.

• WHOLE SCHOOL SEMINAR – back in the Sports Hall from next week

• STUDENT SURVEY - ALL students are required to complete the Young Peoples 
knowledge of drugs and alcohol in Kirklees survey, which will be uploaded to 
all Year Groups in Teams - please remind students to complete this by the 
close of March.





EXCEPTIONAL

✓ ATTENDANCE
✓ ATTITUDE TO LEARNING
✓ CONDUCT
✓ REWARDS
✓ EXTRA-CURRICULAR
✓ HEALTH

THE
SPECIAL 6

STEPS TO EXCEPTIONAL





Fundamental British Values 

underpin what it is to be a 

citizen in a modern and 

diverse Great Britain valuing 

our community and 

celebrating diversity of the 

UK. These 5 values are:

Democracy, Rule of Law, 

Mutual Respect, Tolerance, 

Individual Liberty.

Which FBV does the theme 

of 'Careers' link with?



Fundamental British Values underpin what it is to be a citizen 

in a modern and diverse Great Britain valuing our community and 

celebrating diversity of the UK. These 5 values are:

Democracy, Rule of Law, Individual Liberty, Mutual Respect and 

Tolerance.
1.Democracy

• 'Rule by the people'

• Making decisions together 

(voting)

• The right to voice your 

opinion
2. Rule of Law

• Understand and obey the 

rules set by the 

government to develop 

order

3. Individual Liberty

• The right to believe, act and 

express oneself freely

• The right to freedom of 

speech

• The right to vote

4. Mutual Respect

• To treat people politely and 

thoughtfully, to show we 

value them

• Seeing things from someone 

else's viewpoint

5. Tolerance

• Respecting different 

faiths and cultures

• Understanding that we 

don't all share the same 

beliefs and values and 

not imposing ours on 

others



British Science week is a ten-day celebration of science, 
technology, engineering and maths that will take place 
between 6-15 March 2026.

This year the theme is

‘Curiosity: What’s your question?’

It puts children and young people in the driver’s seat and 
tries to encourage you to find answers to the most pressing 

questions you have about the world.



Curiosity is the desire to know more.  Asking questions like:

• How do our brains lose memory?
• How big is a black hole?
• How does Bluetooth work?
• Why is the ocean salty?

These are some of the questions asked by our KS3 STEM 
Ambassadors.

Curiosity is the starting point of every discovery.



So…

…what’s something you have wondered about recently?

• Questions help your brain 
remember information

• Curiosity leads to 
experiments

• Asking questions leads to 
better solutions and 
technology

You just need to 
start here!



The ‘Curiosity Mindset’

To improve your curiosity mindset, you have to train it.  Just 
like you would a muscle.

• Ask better questions – instead of ‘What is the answer?’, 
ask ‘Why is that the answer?

• Follow interesting ideas – research it, watch a video, ask 
someone

• And be okay with not knowing – most scientists spend 
their lives not knowing the answer yet



The 5 Whys

Train your curiosity with asking yourself ‘Why’ five times 
before you stop.

Example:  Plants need sunlight.

Why? → For photosynthesis
Why? → To make glucose
Why? → To release energy
Why? → To grow and survive
Why? → Because cells need energy



Your questions matter

Some of the biggest discoveries started with a simple 
question.  Can you name the curious minds that asked them?

Why do apples fall?
How do some diseases spread?
What are stars made of?
How does electricity move?

Your question today could be the discovery your career 
becomes based on.

Isaac Newton
Louis Pasteur / Robert Koch

Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin

Michael Faraday



What’s on during British Science Week 
at Newsome?

• Newsome will once again be 
hatching chicks!  Chick cam is back

• Year 7 will be completing their 
STEM project: Chicken coops next 
week 

• Year 8 will be completing a Curious 
investigation into natural indicators 
to investigate acids and alkalis

• Year 9-11 will have STEM 
Brainboxes to complete during the 
week



What’s on during British Science Week at Newsome?

Poster competition
Deadline: 27th March 2026 3:30pm

This year’s poster competition is about answering one of 
these questions:
• What makes children’s lives positive?
• What will a positive childhood look like in the future for 

young people your age?



What’s on during British Science Week at Newsome?
Poster competition
Deadline: 27th March 2026 3:30pm

Success criteria
• A4 or A3 poster
• Physical or digital (emailed to 

egardner@newsomeacademy.co.uk)
• 503 will be open on Thursdays until 4pm with poster 

supplies
One entry from each year group will be selected to be 
entered by the school.

You can enter your poster with an adult at home if you don’t 
win.



What’s on during British Science Week at Newsome?

Whole school – ‘Find the Curious Minds’ competition
Staff members have a curious mind badge attached to them.  
You need to find as many as you can by Friday and write 
them onto the sheet you will even

Bonus challenge: Can you 
work out what the different 
colours mean?



ANY QUESTIONS?
Wishing you a 

blessed month!



Prayers will be held in the LIBRARY during lunch
at the following times below: 

KS3: 12:30pm to 1pm
KS4: 1:30pm to 2pm



EXTRA-CURRICULAR TIMETABLE
SPRING TERM 2 2025-2026



Extra-Curricular Activities: Spring Term 2 25/26 
DAY CLUB LOCATION STAFF P6 Week A P6 Week B

MONDAY

• Netball After exams
• DOFE
• Cooking Club 
• Writing Club 
• Chess Club

• Sports Hall
• Fitness suite
• Cooking Room 
• Library
• Library

• HRA/SMT
• JDA/GEA
• JBA
• ASQ
• NLA

Option A Option D

TUESDAY

• Wheelchair sports club
• Music Club (Invite Only)
• KS3 Coding Club
• 10W Maths club (invite only)

• Sports Hall
• 401
• 608
• 407

• SCU
• AMC
• OMO
• MAS

Science Science 

WEDNESDAY

• 7/8 Girls Football 
• BSL Club
• STEM on Track (Invite only)
• Music Club 
• PRIDE club – Week A lunch time
• Fitness

• Astro
• 805
• Lecture Theatre
• 401
• 302
• Fitness suite

• HRA/HH
• DCR/ SHE
• EGA
• AMC
• CBR
• JDA,BD

Maths Maths 

THURSDAY

• YR 10 H&S
• IDEA Lab 
• Singing Club
• Drama Club  
• Sparx Support Club

• 606
• 503
• 401
• Lecture Theatre 
• 402

• SMT
• EGA
• ECO/CBR
• LAB/BRO
• EBu

English English 

FRIDAY

• Student Council KS3 – Week A lunch
• Student Council KS4 – Week A lunch

• 302
• 302

• CBR
• CBR

Option B Option C
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