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Careers Newsletter: Welcome to Year 11

Your Child’s Careers Adviser from C+K Careers

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we begin this important Year 11 journey, | would like to take the opportunity to
introduce myself and explain how | can support your child throughout the year.

My name is Liz Hirst, and | am the C+K Careers Adviser based in Newsome Academy. My
role is to provide impartial careers information, advice and guidance to help students make
informed decisions about their next steps after Year 11.

Post-16 options

This is a significant year for students as they explore and apply for a range of post-16
opportunities, including:

Sixth Form College — e.g. Huddersfield New College, Greenhead College, New College, Leeds
Sixth Form College etc.

Further Education Colleges - e.g. Kirklees College, Calderdale College, Wakefield College
etc.

Specialist College — e.g. LLS (Sport), Leeds College of Building (Construction), CAPA
(Performing Arts) etc.

Sixth Forms — e.g. Shelley College and Mirfield College.

Apprenticeships — available in various areas of work.

How | Support Students

Throughout the year, | will be working closely with students to help them understand the
options available, identify pathways that match their interests and strengths, and develop
the confidence they need to make well-informed choice.

Every Year 11 student will be offered at least one personal careers guidance meeting,
providing an opportunity to discuss their aspirations, interests and future plans. They can
access additional support by attending drop-in at break/lunch, texting, emailing or
requesting follow up meetings.
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Open Events

Autumn is the key season for exploring post-16 options. | strongly encourage students and families to
attend open evenings and open days at local sixth forms, colleges and training providers.

These events provide an excellent opportunity to explore courses and facilities, meet teachers and current
students, learn about entry requirements, compare different pathways and ask questions before making
applications.

See dates at the bottom of this letter.

Understanding Post-16 Qualifications

There are now more pathways than ever available after Year 11. Students may choose qualifications that
best suit their interests, learning style and future career goals.

These include:
A Levels

Academic qualifications often studied at sixth forms and sixth form colleges, providing progression to
university, higher apprenticeships and employment.

T Levels

Technical qualifications developed with employers, combining classroom learning with a substantial
industry placement.

Vocational Qualifications

Career-focused courses that develop practical skills and industry knowledge in specific sectors.
Apprenticeships

Paid employment combined with structured training, allowing students to gain qualifications while

working.

It is important for students and parents to understand that an apprenticeship involves two key elements:
An employer who provides the job and workplace training.

A training provider or college that delivers the qualification and assesses progress.

An offer of a place with a training provider/college alone does not guarantee an apprenticeship.

As apprenticeship opportunities can be competitive, students are strongly encouraged to have a back-up plan,
such as applying to a college or sixth form, while continuing to apply for apprenticeship vacancies. The most
important part of securing an apprenticeship is finding an employer willing to recruit them as an apprentice. In

most cases, young people are responsible for searching and applying for apprenticeship vacancies themselves,
although support is available.




Students do not need to have their future career fully planned at this stage, but understanding the
available options will help them make informed decisions.

. . . Typical
General Entry Requirements - Examples of Qualifications Duration

* A Levels

* T Levels

* Level 3 BTEC Extended
Level 3 Diplomas

* Level 3 Cambridge
Technicals

» Advanced Apprenticeships

* T Levels

* Vocational Courses (e.g
BTEC)

Mostly GCSE grades 9-3 Level 2 * Intermediate
Apprenticeships

* GCSE English and Maths
Resits (if required)

* Level 1 Certificates

* Level 1 Diplomas

* Foundation Learning Usually 1
Programmes year

* Introductory Vocational
Courses

Usually 2
years

Minimum of four or five GCSEs at grades 9-
4 (+ subject specific entry requirements)

Usually 1
year

GCSE grades 1-2 Level 1

* Entry Level Certificates
* Foundation Programmes
Below GCSE Grade 1 Entry level » Skills for Life Courses

* Preparation for
Employment Programmes

Usually 1
year

Useful Resources

MyDirections

Students can gain valuable careers information, advice and guidance through the C+K MyDirections
website. It helps them explore different career options, learn about jobs, apprenticeships, college and
university pathways, and understand the skills and qualifications needed for future careers. Students can
also complete career-focused activities, create and save a CV, access local opportunities and events, and
receive personalised content based on their interests and aspirations, helping them make informed
decisions about their future. The website address is https://ck.mydirections.co.uk/ They can log-on using
their school email address and the password they created (this can be changed if they have forgotten it).

Job Explorer Database

If your son or daughter is unsure about their future career or would like to explore different options, there
is a wealth of information available on the Job Explorer Database (JED).



https://ck.mydirections.co.uk/

JED allows students to:

Explore a wide range of career ideas

e Research jobs in different sectors

o Discover careers linked to their favourite school subjects

e Learn about qualifications, entry requirements and progression routes
¢ Find information about apprenticeships, colleges and training providers

Students who are uncertain about their next steps may find the 'Suits Me' quiz particularly useful. This
short questionnaire helps identify careers that match their interests, skills and preferences, generating
ideas they may not have previously considered.

To access the database, click on the JED icon on the MyDirections website https://ck.mydirections.co.uk/
and enter Newsome Academy in the drop down box.

How Parents and Carers Can Help

Parents and carers play a vital role in supporting young people with career decisions. | encourage you to
talk regularly with your child about their interests, strengths and ambitions and to attend any information
events offered throughout the year.

If you have any questions about post-16 options or would like further information, please do not hesitate
to get in touch.

Looking Ahead

Over the coming months, students will receive information about important application deadlines, open
evenings, apprenticeship opportunities and local careers events. Please keep an eye on school
communications to ensure that no opportunities are missed.

I look forward to working with you and your child during this exciting and important year and supporting
them as they take their next steps towards a successful future.

Events for Your Calendar
Get Inspired Event and Open Events

The Get Inspired event is for young people in Year 11, and their parents and carers, to explore post-16
options and opportunities. There will be a range of exhibitors at the event including employers, training
providers, sixth forms, colleges and universities. C+K careers advisers will also be available to chat to about
next steps.

The details of individual college and sixth form open event are also displayed on the following pages.
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C+K GiKiklees
GET INSPIRED

a careers event for Year 11 students and their parents/carers

Thursday 1 October 2026
4.30 - 7.30pm

at The Accu Stadium
Stadium Way | Huddersfield | HD1 6PG

Talk to:

+ employers

+ training providers

+ school sixth forms

+ colleges

+ universities

+ C+K careers advisers

Y
.

+MY :
DlRECTIONS Scan to book

.CO.UK your place

For more event information, Al il
email: events@ckcareers.org.uk ﬁ

Kirklees Get Inspired Event sponsors:

4ddCalderdale MIRFIELD
[4galderdale  gC Greenhead College Q KIRKIEES ity




Please note that the dates/times of open events are subject to change so
please check college, sixth form and training provider websites before setting
off from home.

Open events and application closing dates
Calderdale area schools and colleges 2026/27

Calderdale Get Inspired event
Wednesday 14 October 2028, 4.30 — 7.20pm st The Shay Stadium, Halifac

https:fick. i ionNs.co.

events

Open events and application closing dates
Kirklees area schools and colleges 2026/27

Schoolicollege

Open event

Closing date
for applications

hitps:fick. CO.

Kirklees Get Inspired events
Thursday 1 October 2028, 4.30 - 7.20pm at The Accu Stadium
Thursday & October 2026, 4.30 - 7.30pm at Batley Town Hall

kievents

Brighouse Sixth Form
College

22 October 2026, 5.00 - 7.00pm

11 December 2026

School/college

Open event

Closing date
for applications

The Brocksbank School

18 Movember 2026, 5.00 - 7.00pm

& February 2027

Greenhead College

2 October 2028, 0.30am - 2.20pm
15 October 2026, 5.30 - .30pm

30 Movemnber 2026

Calderdale College

20 October 2026, 4.00 - 5.30pm
28 Movemnber 2026, 4.00 - §.30pm
21 January 2027, 4.00 - §.30pm
18 March 2027, 4.00 - 8.30pm

Applications are
acoepted throughout the
year

Huddersfield New
College

10 October 2026, 8.30am - 3.30pm
11 Movember 2026, 530 - 8 30pm

11 Decamber 2028

The Crossley Heath
School

14 Movember 2026, 10.00am - 12.30pm | 18 December 2026

Morth Halifax Grammar
School

5 Movember 2026

5.30 - 8.00pm - open to all
5.00 - 5.30pm - quiet SEND/
neurodivergant session

Diate not released yet.
Please check the
wabsite

Kirklees College

Huddersfield

17 October 2026, 10.30am - 1.00pm
28 Movember 2026, 10 30am - 1.00pm
& February 2027, 10.30am - 1.00pm
20 June 2027, 5.00 - 7.00pm
Dewsbury

17 October 2026, 10.30am - 1.00pm
28 Movember 2026, 10.30am - 1.00pm
6 February 2027, 10.30am - 1.00pm
30 June 2027, 5.00 - 7.00pm

30 April 2027

Ryburn Valley High
Schoel

12 Movember 2026
Flease check the website for times

1 Fabruary 2027

Trinity Sixth Form
Academy

T October 2028, 4.45 - 7.45pm
12 Movember 2026, 4.45 - 7.45pm

Date not released yet.
Please check the
Website.

LLS Multi-Sports and
Rugby

Orline open svants

Apply onling
https:Misonline. uk/apply-
today’

Surrounding area open events 2026/27

Bchoolicollege

Open events

Contact
information

Askham Bryam College

A7 Oohober 2026, 10.00am - 1.00pm
28 Movember Z0E6, 10 00am - 1 000
30 January 2027, 10.00am - 1.00pm
A7 Apdl 2027, 10.00am - 1.00pm

12 June 2027, 10.00am - 1.00pm

T: 01904 TTZ2TT
. o b e sk

Eradford College

A7 Ocbober 2028, 10.00am - 4.00pm
24 Movembar 2026, 500 - 7000w
& Fetruary 2027, 10.00am - 1.00pm
22 June 2027, 5.00 - 7.00pm

T: 01274 OEBOER
e brsdtordc ollege.sc. uk

CAFA Coallege,
Wakefield

22 Novembar 2008
10 January 2027
Floase book 8 Sesmon on the wabsbe

T:01924 583737
e s

T Ociober 2026, §5.30 - 7.30pm

& Ociober 2026, 5.30 - 7.30pm

14 Ocicker 2026, 5.30 « 7.30pm
25 Movember 2026, 530 - T.30pm
28 Movember 2026, 530 - T.30pm
20 January 2027, 5.30 . 7.00pm
17 March 2027, 5.30 - 7 00pns

18 June 2027, 5.30 - 7.00pm

T: 0413 351 DG S
WA ST N R R
couk

DiNsns Siwth Farm
Asmdemy, Bradtond

Z3 Seplember 30EE. 500 - 7.00om
14 Qohober 2026, 5.00 - 7.00pm

T: 01274 0B7TTO
wmrw, oo miie com

Kaighley College

21 Ootober 2026, 4 00 - 7.00pm

25 Movember 2026, 4.00 = T.00om
30 January 2027, 10.00am - 1.00pm
Z8 Aprl 2027, 500 = T.00pm

Z3 Junc 2037, 5.00 - 7.00pm

T: 01535 585000
Itz Ukl e e U

Surrounding area open events 2026/27

Lssds Arts University

Lewe| 3 Exiended Disloma:

30 Saplembar 2006, 6 00 - 8.300m
Z1 November 2008, 900 = 2.000m
ZT January 2027, 6.00 = B.30pm

17 Miarch 2027, B.00 « & 30pm

Book your visih on the wabsta

T: 0113 202 8000
. ot

Lesds City College
(including Leeds Sixth
Farm CoBege)

14 Qotober 2026, 4.30 -« 7.00pm
24 Movember 2006, 4 30 « T.000m

T:0113 386 1997

22 January 2027, 10.00amW - 1.00pm
16 hfanch 2027, 4.30 - 8 30pm

17 June 2027, 4.30 -« E.30pm
QU et « Park Lo

20 Oofiober 2026, 4.30 « £.30pm

T: 0113 532 4428
Frtipac i wwchomocibores we Lk

Lesds College of
Buliding

14 Ootoker 2026, 4. 30 - 7.00pm
14 Movembar 2006, 10 .00am - 1 /000w
20 March 2027, 10.00am = 1.00pm

T: 0113 222 000
wrmr. lcb sk

Leeds Mathematles
Bchool

& Optober 2026, 5.30 - B.00pm
7 Mowember 2028, 10.00am = 12.30pm

T: 0113 322 5348
it Vi ac ok

Leeds UTC

15 Ootoba 2026

10 Dexcember 2008

4 February 2027

Flease check the websibe for fmes and
B bk o visit

T: 0113 353 0140
T

Naw Colbege Bradferd

AT Ocliober 2026, 10.00am - 2.00pm
24 Novembar 2026, 4 30 -« 7000w

T: 01274 GES18D
Frttpra: Un el neo nd sk

Shipley Callege

10 Saplembar 2006, 5 15 - T .000m
11 Movember 2028, 515 = T.00om
12 January 2027, 5.15 . 7.00pm
17 March 2027, 515
& May 2027, 5.15 = 7.00pm
24 June 2027, 5.1

T 0274 A2TEER
e sty sk




Contact Details

Email liz.hirst@ckcareers.org.uk Tel 01484 213279

Kind regards,

Liz Hirst

+MY
DIRECTIONS

COUK
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